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CALL US FOR
FREE HOME &
GARDEN SHOW
T ICKETS

Developing Your Design/Build Team:
Earlier is Better
Historically and traditionally, people have been conditioned to follow a
certain, linear path to building a new home. That is, hire an architect or
designer to create the plans, select a builder and then maybe bring in a
stylist or interior designer to apply the finishing touches.

Addison Homes will
be in Booth #355 at
the Fall Southern
Home & Garden
Show on Friday,
Saturday and
Sunday, Sept. 2830,
at the TD Convention
Center.
We would love to
see you there – in
fact, your visit is on
us! Call our office at
864.848.2667 or
email info@addison
homes.com for a set
of FREE tickets.
Produced by the
HBA of Greenville,
the Home & Garden
Show features more
than 200 exhibitors
showcasing products
and services for new
home construction,
fall fix ups, whole
house renovations,
landscaping,
gardening, interior
design and holiday
decorating.
The threeday show
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workshops and
handson, howto
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presented by The
Home Depot. Other
highlights include
Dueling Designers
and the Fall Football
Media Zone.
Fall Southern Home
& Garden Show
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Sept. 28, noon8pm;
Saturday, Sept. 29,
10am8pm; Sunday,
Sept. 30, 16pm.

BUILDING
SUCCESS 101

But the reality is that this stepbystep approach to getting a new house is
not only outdated, but can be risky in terms of cost and quality. A better
approach is to form your project team from the outset. Doing so fosters a
cooperative rather than combative or competitive working environment that
produces more satisfying results. It’s also a dynamic that’s more likely to
ensure you’ll get what you want in a new home at the price you can afford.
Bringing your design and building professionals together as soon as
possible better enables them to meet your needs and look out for your
budget.
Selecting a professional builder at the outset of your newhome project
allows them to work with an architect or designer to deliver plans and
specifications that are realistic and can actually be built. It also increases
the likelihood that the project will come in on time and on budget.
Too often, the old approach left builders having to argue changes to the
plans and specifications that sometimes compromised a home's aesthetic
value, if only to make it affordable. Downsizing is difficult. No one wants to
be disappointed or feel like they had to sacrifice something—especially a
favorite feature or product—because it was discovered to be too pricey.
This is much less likely to happen when architect and builder are working
together early in the process. By combining their expertise they can help
ensure that what’s drawn can be built within your budget without sacrificing
design quality. This collaboration can result in a far better housing value.
Here are some additional reasons to hire a builder from the beginning:
MATERIALS ORDERING. Some products and materials require long lead
times—perhaps months—between order and delivery. A professional builder
can identify these situations and be able to place an order so that product
delivery will not delay the construction schedule.
CODE COMPLIANCE. More so than design professionals, builders know
the applicable building codes as interpreted by the local authority and
inspectors. They can help ensure that plans will be approved for a permit
the first time they are submitted.
When plans are kicked back for changes, a home start can be delayed, or
worse, a job may be stopped midway to address a code issue.
A professional builder also will know when and how to submit for a building
permit and schedule necessary inspections during construction to
establish and maintain a tight building schedule from the beginning.
BUILDABILITY. You can draw anything, but even something as seemingly
simple as a window or door needs to be installed properly. If allowed to be
part of your new home’s planning process, professional builders and their
subcontractors can quickly and easily identify potential installation issues
before they become costly problems on the job site.
A collaborative effort from the outset allows ideas and information to flow
among your design professional, builder, stylist and you before anyone
commits a significant amount of time and money to your new house.
Sharing ideas and alternatives to achieve the best result is a far better
approach than discovering a better idea too late, or not at all.
Warm regards,
2009 Greenville Builder
of the Year
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A: A netzero energy
balance is achieved
when a home
produces as much
energy as it
consumes over a 12
month period.
Though a challenge
to accomplish, and
almost always
requiring some sort
of onsite energy
generation system
(such as solar roof
panels), achieving a
netzero energy
balance isn’t as
unrealistic  or as
expensive  as it
was just 5 years ago.
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